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INTRODUCTION 


This is a guide for arranging a dialogue, which is 
different from a conversation. The Advisory Com- 
mittee which made the study of issues concerning 
homosexuality suggests that the goal of dialogue is 
not to change, but to hear. True dialogue occurs 
when the value of both the words and the individu- 
als speaking them are respected by all. Trust of self 
and the other as children of God is paramount. 

It was in this spirit of trust that the Advisory 
Committee members themselves went about their 
task. Their desire was that in any study of the 
issues we do the same, for “to promote dialogue 
throughout the church on issues relating to homo- 
sexuality is to break silence. In doing so, false doc- 
trines, exploitative relationships, and self-righteous 
claims are brought to light.” 

This guide offers two ways for opening a dia- 
logue about the Study of Issues Concerning Homo- 
sexuality. One way is to have a presenter, using a 
forum as the setting. The other way is to hold a 
small group discussion, using a three-session set- 
ting. A congregation could schedule either the 
forum or the three-session study, or both. The 
designs are not dependent upon each other; how- 
ever, the three-session study can be used to build 
on the forum. 

The plans for the one-hour forum are presented 
in the form of options. From these options the 
congregation can choose a format which fits its 
people and needs best. 

The three-session study provides a more detailed 
opportunity for the participant to examine his or 
her own attitudes and beliefs about homosexuality. 
Research from the fields of biology and psychology 
is included. 

The official stance of the Lutheran Church in 
America on homosexuality was established in 1970 
by the adoption of the social statement Sex, Mar- 
riage, and Family. It said, ““Scientific research has 
not been able to provide conclusive evidence re- 
garding the causes of homosexuality. Nevertheless, 
homosexuality is viewed biblically as a departure 
from the heterosexual structure of God's creation. 
Persons who engage in homosexual behavior are 
sinners only as are all other persons—alienated 
from God and neighbor. However, they are often 
the special and undeserving victims of prejudice 
and discrimination in law, law enforcement, cul- 
tural mores, and congregational life. In relation to 
this area of concern, the sexual behavior of freely 
consenting adults in private is not an appropriate 


subject for legislation or police action. It is essen- 
tial to see such persons as entitled to understanding 
and justice in church and community.” 

Because the stance had already been adopted in the 
1970 Statement and seemed adequate, the Advisory 
Committee defined its new study Report in the 
following way: “...its purpose is to promote 
dialogue in all expressions of this church, so that the 
church might engage in the same struggle as did the 
few of its members who comprised the advisory com- 
mittee and staff engaged in this task.””' 

The Report, then, is not a social statement nor a 
pronouncement of the Lutheran Church in America. 
It neither condemns, nor condones, nor ignores the 
issues surrounding homosexuality. Believing that 
““the church provides a context in which there is 
freedom for dialogue of any issue,”? the Report is an 
invitation to dialogue. 


1. Report of the Study of Issues Relating to Homosexuali- 
ty: Executive Council Minutes, June 30-July 2, 1986, page 
528, 791-793, Addendum, page 2. 

2. Ibid, page 11. 


ONE-SESSION FORUM 


FOCUS 


The Study of Issues Concerning Homosexuality 
presents much more material than can be covered 
in a one-hour forum. A forum is also limited in the 
number of issues it can consider well. Since there 
may be present people with many different con- 
erns, it is best that the forum be given a focus. The 
paragraph on homosexuality from the LCA state- 
ment on sex, marriage, and the family might serve 
as that focus because it was the starting point for 
the Advisory Committee’s study: 


Scientific research has not been able to provide 
conclusive evidence regarding the causes of 
homosexuality. Nevertheless, homosexuality 15 
viewed biblically as a departure from the 
heterosexual structure of God's creation. Persons 
who engage in homosexual behavior are sinners 
only as are all other persons—alienated from 
God and neighbor. However, they are often the 
special and undeserving victims of prejudice and 
discrimination in law, law enforcement, cultural 
mores, and congregational life. In relation to this 
area of concern, the sexual behavior of freely 
consenting adults in private is not an appropriate 
subject for legislation or police action. It is 
essential to see such persons as entitled to under- 
standing and justice in church and community. 


This paragraph may be photocopied and distrib- 
uted to all present. If the leader has three weeks 
before the forum is to be held, copies of the entire 
statement could be ordered in quantity for distribu- 
tion. The title is Sex, Marriage, and Family and is 
available without charge from the Interpretation 
Office, Division for Mission in North America, 231 
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016. The Study 
of Issues Concerning Homosexuality is available 
from the same address at $3.00 each for one to ten 
books; $2.00 each for eleven or more. Remit $1.00 
additional for each book for postage and handling. 

One procedure for presenting the paragraph is to 
have the presenter explain each of the sentences. 
For background material on the sentences, the 
presenter can read related segments from the 
homosexuality study. 





The references are as follows: 


First sentence 


(scientific research) ...... pages 20-27, 76-97 
Second sentence 

(biblical views) .......... pages 10-19, 56-75 
Third sentence 

(all persons aresinners ve pages 10-19 
Last three sentences 

(victims, behavior, justice)....... pages 28-46 


PRESENTER OPTIONS 


The forum can be led by any of the following: 


One person who is familiar with the Sex, Mar- 
riage and Family statement and has read the 
study Report. This person might be— 


* The pastor of the congregation (In fact, in 
most parishes the presenter should 
preferably be the pastor because the issues 
are sensitive; however, if this is not advisable 
in the local situation, other possibilities 
are— 

* A member of the congregation who can рге- 
sent the statement and information from the 
study sensitively. 

* A synodical leader who is familiar with the 
issues and the church’s experience. 


* A counsellor or social worker. 


* A seminary or college professor teaching 
theology, Bible, psychology, or ethics. 


A panel of persons, each of whom would ex- 
plain a sentence of the statement, having read 
corresponding sections of the Report. 


Small groups, each of which reads a sentence of 
the statement and a section of the study during 

the forum session and reports back to the entire 
forum group. 


PRESENTATION OPTIONS 


Note: In any of the options chosen, the present- 


ers may wish to conclude by reading two or three 


of the accounts by gay or lesbian persons quoted in 


the three-session study. The accounts appear in- 
dented near the end of each session. The reading 


might be followed with the question, ‘‘How would 


you reply to the person giving this account?" 


General Statement presentation 


The presentation can be on the six sentences 
of the statement paragraph in general, or it 


can concentrate on one of the following areas: 


Biblical and theological presentation 
* By a pastor, a professor, or a qualified 
member of the congregation using texts 
and concepts from the Report sections; 
The Word of God: The Gospel 
The Word of God: The Bible 
Old Testament Passages Relating to 
Homosexuality 
New Testament Passages Relating to 
Homosexuality 


Biological and psychological presentation 
* By a professional in the biological or 
psychological field providing material from 
the field and the Report sections; 
Human Sexuality: Biological Basis and 
Psychological Perspectives 


The Biological Basis for Human Sexuality 


Psychological Perspectives Related to 
Homosexuality 


Ethical and personal concerns presentation 
using the Report section on Ethical Considera- 
tions 


* By the pastor, or counsellors, or teachers of 


ethics 

* By a person who is openly gay or lesbian 

* By parents of gay or lesbian persons 

* By friends of gay or lesbian persons who 
can talk about an acquaintance without the 
group's being able to detect identities. 


FORMAT OPTIONS 


* Twenty-five minutes presentation, twenty 
minutes questions and answers, ten minutes 
reading and discussion of an account given by 
a gay or lesbian person quoted at the end of 
each session in the three-session study, and 
five minutes conclusions. 

* During church school hour or as a program 
for one of Ше congregation’s regular evening 
gatherings. 


PUBLICITY OPTIONS 


* Announcements in church bulletin, newsletter, 
and on bulletin board. 

* Personal contacts by phone and in person. 

* Distribution of Sex, Marriage, and Family 
statement and of study Report, or announce- 
ment of availability of study Report. 


CAUTIONS AND 
ENCOURAGEMENTS 


Ж Because homophobia (fear of homosexuality) 
is prevalent and, to an extent, is present in 
everyone, strong feelings may arise in partici- 
pants, which cannot be resolved in the time 
available for the session. For this reason, the 
presenter should be carefully selected as some- 
one who is sensitive to personal feelings and 
who can be a moderating influence. This can 
also be handled by appointing two leaders, 
one to be a presenter and the other a modera- 
tor who can help to handle difficult situations. 


* Because the statement assumes as its basis 
Christian understandings, it is preferable that 
Christians be chosen as presenters, especially if 
openly gay or lesbian persons or parents or ac- 
quaintances are invited for the presentation. 

* Because of the importance of having the docu- 
ment itself available for reading, order copies 
well in advance and publicize their availability. 


* Because members are accustomed to social 
statements, they may expect this study Report 
to present a definite stance. Assure them 
repeatedly that this is not a statement but a 
report of a dialogue which took place among 
various persons of various disciplines. 


THREE-SESSION STUDY 


OBJECTIVES 


Objectives are to help the participants to— 


1. Analyze their individual beliefs and attitudes 
about homosexuality on the basis of theological, 
biological, and ethical study. 

2. Think about the nature of the church in issues 
relating to homosexuality. 

3. Examine biblical passages, biological and 
psychological findings in issues relating to 
homosexuality. 

4. Explore the impact of specific conditions such 
as homophobia (fear of gay and lesbian persons) 
and acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) 
on the decision-making processes of the church. 
5. Develop a list of possible congregational 
responses to be made available to the pastor 
and/or church. 


GENERAL GUIDELINES 
FOR THE LEADER 


1. This study is developed for three one-hour ses- 
sions. Each session builds on the one before. Par- 
ticipants need to make a commitment to attend all 
three sessions in fairness to themselves, the other 
participants, and to the study itself. This should be 
made clear in any publicity about the study. Re- 
mind participants of this commitment at the begin- 
ning of the first session. 

2. The study design includes discussion of in- 
dividual attitudes and beliefs about homosexuality. 
While it is hoped that persons will be attending the 
sessions with open minds and a willingness to 
learn, you should be alert to strong feelings of 
homophobia. Homophobia is an irrational fear of 
being near people who are believed to be homosex- 
ual. Everyone may experience this fear to some 
degree, but some may express it more vocally and 
judgmentally. If this occurs, acknowledge such feel- 
ings and attempt to keep the session open to dia- 
logue. If discussions are dominated by homophobic 
statements, you may wish to speak individually to 
the persons expressing these opinions. 

3. While three hours are alloted for this study (one 
hour per session), you will find that time is limited 
for all the topics. Look through the procedures to 
select those you believe will work best for your 


group. If you can expand the time to do them all, 
that is better. In each of the sessions try to save ten 
minutes at the end for reading the account given by 
a gay or lesbian person or a parent. 

4. Distribute copies of the study to participants 
ahead of time if possible. Suggest that they read 
through the materials at least once before the ses- 
sion begins. The study may be ordered from the 
Division for Mission in North America, 231 
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016; cost $3.00 
per copy. 

5. If appropriate to your situation, invite persons 
to participate who are gay or lesbian, and parents 
of gay or lesbian persons (Christians preferably). 

6. Develop your lesson plans thoroughly. Each ses- 
sion calls for various resources. Check carefully to 
see that you have the materials needed. 

7. Arrive early for each session. Arrange the room 
for that session’s activities. Welcome participants as 
they arrive. 

8. If you plan to have refreshments, allow addi- 
tional time at the beginning or end of each session. 
Be sure to note this in your publicity of the study 
schedule. 


SESSION 1 


This session focuses on building community 
among the participants and a study of Objectives 1 
and 2. You will need the following materials: addi- 
tional copies of the Report, copies of the Personal 
Understandings form, envelopes, newsprint and 
marker, pencils and paper, cassette player and 
cassette recordings of the three personal expres- 
sions, and Bibles. 

You need not follow the time schedule precisely. 
If a sensitive and significant discussion develops, it 
should be given the time it needs. The time 
schedule is noted to indicate how the sections can 
be paced if you are trying to cover all the material. 

Save ten minutes at the end for reading the ac- 
count given by a gay or lesbian person. In this ses- 
sion it is quoted in “7. Total Group Discussion.” 


1. Welcome (1 minute) 
Begin the session by welcoming all to a three- 
session study on the Report of the Study of Issues 


others to introduce themselves and tell where they 
live or work, that is, something to help the group 
identify them. 


Concerning Homosexuality. An opening prayer, 
such as the following, is appropriate. 


Creator God, we acknowledge you as the 
Creator of all, making all of us brothers and 
sisters in your family. We begin to think about 
the complex issues of homosexuality. Guide us in 
our struggle and deliberation. Help us to listen 
so that we might hear each other. Direct our 
thoughts, words, and actions in ways that serve 
you. In Christ's name we pray. Amen 


3. Personal Understandings (5 minutes) 

In order to help participants assess their personal 
growth during this study, a brief Personal 
Understandings form is provided. This is a private 
activity, and no one has to share this information. 

Photocopy and distribute copies of the Personal 
Understandings form. Tell the participants this is 
for their eyes only. Ask them to complete the first 
column. Pass out envelopes and have each partici- 
pant put his or her name on an envelope, put the 
form in it, and seal it. Collect the envelopes and 
keep them until the third session. Explain that their 
envelopes will be returned to them unopened at the 
third session when they will fill them in again and 
then dispose of them. 


2. Introductions (13 minutes) 

It is very important that participants recognize a 
sense of Christian community. Some participants 
will know each other well. Others will feel less a 
part of the group. Briefly introduce yourself, 
remembering to share some of your inner thoughts 
regarding your willingness to lead this study. Ask 






Personal Understandings 
Below is a list of possible attitudes about issues relating to homosexuality. Use column 1 (labeled “Session 
Г”) to indicate your personal attitude at this time. Place an A, agree; a D, disagree; or a U, for unsure, in 
the appropriate space. Write your name on the envelope, place the form in it, and seal it. At the end of Ses- 
sion 3, you will be given the sealed envelope and asked to complete the form again. After Session 3 you will 
keep the form and dispose of it. 










Session Session 
1 3 


1. Every human being is a sinner no different in sinfulness from any other. KA 
2. Human sinfulness and divine forgiveness are the basis for any discussion in 
the church. 


3. No one of us can exclude others from God's forgiveness and new life. Веер pales | 
4. There are specific Bible passages which condemn Ше practice of homosexuality. ОЙ 


8. Homosexuality is really a matter of arrested growth due to poor parent-child 


9. Homosexuality is a learned behavior and can therefore be unlearned. ¡Pa ча. 


10. Lutheran doctrine has specific directions on certain moral issues. il 


Statement 












5. Based on biblical passages, persons of homosexual orientation should be pro- 
hibited from participating in the full life of the church. 














6. Biological studies indicate that sexual orientation is established before birth. 





7. AIDS is a punishment inflicted by God on those who live outside the male- 
female relationship designed in creation. i 










4. Setting Ше Stage (5 minutes) 

Establishing a proper context for study 15 ех- 
tremely important. Describe to the participants the 
history of the preparation of the Report by the Ad- 
visory Committee. Mention that the study was re- 
quested by the LCA Executive Council. Note that 
the 1970 social statement Sex, Marriage, and Fami- 
ly stands as the official statement of this church on 
human sexuality. Utilizing the information in the 
Introduction of this study guide, convey to the par- 
ticipants the purposes and goals of the Report. 
Define dialogue. Suggest that the group let its 
discussion be a dialogue also in which the members 
listen respectfully to each other even if they 
disagree. This approach is important to the design 
for this study. The gospel is expressed in a setting 
of Christian community. 


5. Understandings Continuum (15 minutes) 
Cassette recording: The Study of Issues Concern- 
ing Homosexuality begins with three personal ex- 
pressions of Advisory Committee members. Prior 
to the session, ask three different persons (in- 
cluding both sexes) to record these statements for 
you on a cassette. Begin this section by asking the 
participants to listen to three voices reading what 
members of the Advisory Commttee said as they 
shared their thoughts and struggles with issues 
relating to homosexuality. The participants may 
wish to follow along in the Report on pages 4-6. 


Attitude continuum: At least ten different atti- 
tudes are identified by these persons. 


Homophobia 

Judgmental action against homosexuals 
Separation of homosexuals from the rest of so- 
ciety 

Verbal condemnation of homosexuality 

Desire to ignore the subject 

Openness to study the subject 

Acceptance of persons, but not of homosexual 
acts 

Sense of the anguish that homosexual persons 
suffer 

Affirmation of homosexual life-styles 

Full acceptance in total life of the church 


Before this session, record these ten understand- 
ings on newsprint. Cut the newsprint into strips so 
that there is an attitude on each strip. Post the 
strips in mixed order. 


During the session, draw a line across the board 
and ask the participants to place the strips in order 
on the continuum from “тоз: rejecting’ to “тоз! 
accepting.” 

Conclude this section by stating that the Ad- 
visory Committee obviously had a variety of at- 
titudes and opinions, both within themselves and 
among the members.This study group is expected 
to be no different. Remind the participants that the 
purpose of this study is to dialogue with one 
another in a way that permits a search for under- 
standing on this sensitive issue relating to homosex- 
uality. 


6. Nature of the Church (20 minutes) 
Distribute Bibles and ask participants to follow 
as you read Romans 3:21-26. Lead the participants 
in a discussion of the meaning of this passage. We 

are all sinners—with no qualitative differences 
before God. Yet through the cross and empty grave 
we stand without blemish before the Creator. Write 
the following on newsprint: 


SINNERS ALL EQUALLY CONDEMNED 
BEFORE GOD 


SAINTS ALL EQUALLY REDEEMED BY 
CHRIST 


Depending upon the size of the group, divide the 
participants into four small groups. One person in 
each group should read aloud the paragraph they 
will be assigned below with the others following 
along. Then, ask each small group to answer this 
question: 

What does the paragraph say about the nature 
of the church as created by the gospel? 

Note: The question calls for information from the 
Report, not necessarily the ideas of the par- 
ticipants. 

After completing the directions, ask the group to 
move to different parts of the room for small 
group work. Assign each group a different 
paragraph from the Report. 


Assignments: 
Group 1 — Last paragraph on page 10 
beginning “Тһе universality..." 
Group 2 — Second full paragraph on page 11 
beginning “Participation іп...” 
Group 3 — First full paragraph on page 12 
beginning ‘The church, then...” 


Group 4 — Third full paragraph on page 12 
beginning “It is contrary...” 


Allot ten minutes for each group to do its work. 
Each group then has one minute to report its find- 
ings to the total group. Six minutes remain for 
total group discussion on the Report’s understand- 
ing of the relation of homosexual and heterosexual 
persons to the church. 


7. Total Group Discussion (10 minutes) 
Read to the group the following account given 
by a gay person: 


Account 1 
“Аз important as my faith was (and is) to me, I 
wrestled with fears of condemnation, of guilt, of 
a vengeful rather than a graceful God—all 
because Г had the capability of loving another 
person of my own sex which could culminate in 
a meaningful physical expression of that love for 
him. I was confused, and I wanted help from 
my church. 1 could have left the church; but 1 
did not want to be separated from the communi- 
ty that I had belonged to all my life. . ."'* 


Ask the group, “Ном would you respond if you 
were talking to the person who made this state- 
ment?” 


8. Summary (1 minute) 

This session has provided opportunity for partici- 
pants to reflect on their individual attitudes about 
issues relating to homosexuality. Many attitudes ex- 
ist both within and among individuals. It is the 
identification of who God is and who we are as 
brothers and sisters in Christ that allows for true 
dialogue and a receptiveness to the gospel. 

The second session of this study will focus on 
theological, biological, and psychological findings 
in issues relating to homosexuality. Ask the partici- 
pants to read these sections of the Report (pages 
10-27) before the next session. 


Close with a prayer. 


Gracious God, we have struggled with our at- 
titudes about homosexuality and how all this 
relates to our congregation. Thank you for your 
presence among us. Guide us in our further 
studies so that we might come closer to knowing 
your will and doing it in our lives. In Christ's 
name we pray. Amen 


SESSION 2 


The purpose of this session is to examine biblical 
passages, and biological and psychological findings 
in issues relating to homosexuality. You will need 
the following materials: extra copies of the Report, 
Bibles, individual assignment sheets for small group 
studies, newsprint and felt-tip pens, paper and pen- 
cils. Save ten minutes for reading and discussion of 
the account at the end. 


1. Welcome and Opening Prayer 
(2 minutes) 

Greet participants as they arrive. Welcome 
everyone to the second session of the study. It may 
be helpful to have all of the members introduce 
themselves again. 


Begin the session with prayer. 


Dear God, we thank you for so many things. 
We are especially thankful for minds and hearts 
to study and learn. Help us do these things 
remembering always that you create, love, and 
redeem each of us. In Christ's name we 

pray. Amen 


2. Review of Session 1 (3 minutes) 

Briefly recount the major learnings from Session 
]. Personal attitudes and beliefs about homosex- 
uality were examined. The nature of the church 
was defined. Each of us belongs to God's family 
only through the unconditional love of Christ for us. 


3. Individual Study Designs for Small 
Groups (25 minutes) 

The major focus of Session 2 is the study of 
theological, biological, and psychological findings 
in issues relating to homosexuality. The limit of 
time prohibits an in-depth study of each field by all 
participants. By teaching each other, however, par- 
ticipants can gain an overview of all three fields. 
The study of the findings will take 50 minutes in 
all. It will begin with small groups studying por- 
tions of the findings for 25 minutes, followed by 
5-minute reports by each group to the total group, 
followed by a 10-minute total group discussion. 

Let the participants decide which field—theology, 
biology, or psychology—they wish to study. 
Balance the three groups as best you can. 

General guidelines for all three groups are as 
follows: 

A study design for each field is provided on the 
next page. Make copies of these and give them to 
the appropriate groups. 


Bible Group 

The Report lists major Old and New Testament 
passages cited in discussions about homosexuality. 
Additional reading is provided in the main body of 
the Report and the Background Papers. These 
passages and the corresponding readings are as 
follows: 


Bible Passages Corresponding Reading 


1. Genesis 18 and 19 Pages 17-18 and pages 56-62 
Leviticus 18:22, 20:13 in Background Papers, 

Old Testament 

Pages 17-18 and pages 63-67 

in Background Papers, 

New Testament 


2. Romans 1:26-27 


3. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Pages 17-18 and pages 67-70 


in Background Papers, 

New Testament 

Pages 17-18 and pages 70-71 
in Background Papers, 

New Testament 

Pages 17-18 and pages 71-72 
in Background Papers, 

New Testament 


4. 1 Timothy 1:1-10 


5.2 Peter 2:1-10 
Jude 5-7 


a. Divide the passages among yourselves. Work in- 
dependently on reading the passages and corre- 
sponding readings. Answer the following question: 
What does the Report offer about these passages? 
b. Share your findings with others in your small 
group. 
с. The Report states that it is inappropriate to 
study homosexuality outside the biblical under- 
standing of human sexuality. Page 18 of the Report 
further suggests that the New Testament speaks 
more specifically to heterosexual acts than homo- 
sexual ones. Read page 18 of the Report. How 
does this information relate to your findings about 
homosexuality? 
d. Prepare your small group report for the total 
group. 


Biology Group 

The Report states that there are ““conflicting 
schools of thought, with debates among the 
disciplines, with studies incomplete, and with ques- 
tions still unasked”” (page 20) in the scientific 
research on human sexuality. Yet, some theories 
can be postulated based on the evidence available. 

Pages 20-23 of the main body of the Report and 
the Background Paper “Тһе Biological Basis for 
Human Sexuality’’ provide two sets of readings for 
the biological study. The Background Paper is a 
more comprehensive and technical expansion of the 
content in the main body of the Report. The 
material is correlated in the following manner: 

Non-Human Studies - page 21; pages 76-78, 
Background Paper 

Research on Humans - pages 21-22, pages 
78-79, Background Paper 


10 


Differentiation of Sex-Related Behavior - page 
22; pages 79-82, Backgound Paper 

Conclusions - pages 22-23; pages 82-83, 
Background Paper 
a. Divide the study of these topics among 
yourselves. Read silently the materials assigned to 
you. Answer the following question: 

What does the Report offer about this particular 
topic? 
b. Share your findings with others in your small 
group. 
c. Prepare your small group report for the total 
group. 


Psychology Group 
The Report states that there are ““conflicting 
schools of thought, with debates among the 
disciplines, with studies incomplete, and with ques- 
tions still unasked”” (page 20) in the scientific 
research on human sexuality. Yet, some theories 
can be postulated based on the evidence available. 
Pages 23-25 of the main body of the Report and 
the Background Paper “Psychological Perspectives 
Related to Homosexuality" provide two sets of 
reading for the psychological study. The material is 
correlated in the following manner: 
Psychoanalytic Theory - pages 23-24; pages 85-86 
of Background Paper 
Learning Theory/Behavior Therapy - page 24; 
page 86 of Background Paper 
Amorphous Humanistic-Existential Persective - 
page 87 in Background Paper 
Choice of Sexual Preference - page 24; page 86 of 
Background Paper 
Developmental Stages of Homosexuality - pages 
24-25; pages 88-91 of Background Paper 
Note: Because of the powerful impact of homo- 
phobia and AIDS on issues relating to homosexu- 
ality, these topics will be addressed in Session 3. 
They need not be considered a part of this psycho- 
logical study. 
a. Divide the study of the topics among yourselves. 
Do not assign ““Developmental Stages...” to 
anyone. You will consider this material together. 
Read silently the materials assigned to you. Answer 
the following question: 
What does the Report offer to the discussion 
about this particular topic? 
b. Share your findings with others in your small 
group. 
с. More recent work in the field of psychology 
provides a model for both understanding and sup- 
portive counseling of the development patterns of 
gay and lesbian persons. Read silently the pages 
correlated to this topic as noted above. Discuss 
how this information relates to an understanding of 
homosexuality. 
d. Prepare your small group report for the total 
group. 


4. Small Group Presentations to Total 
Group (15 minutes — 5 minutes each) 

Allot each group five minutes to share with the 
total group the results of their study. The report 
should include a brief overview of the material 
studied, the major findings, and conclusions. Each 
group is to report its findings to the total group in 
the following manner: 

1. A brief overview of the material studied 

2. Major findings 

3. Conclusions of the small group 


5. Total Group Discussion (10 minutes) 


After the reports have been received, read the 
following account by a gay or lesbian person: 


Account 2 
“When I began a doctoral program in a new 
city, 1 decided to try group therapy, to find out 
how straight people would react to the news that 
I was gay. They showed me that they loved me 
but tried to discover through quasi-Freudian 
methods how Г had unconsciously decided to be 
gay. They thought that this was necessary in 
order to find the key with which 1 could cure 
myself by redeciding to be straight instead. 
Needless to say, it didn't work, any more than 
being saved at a fundamentalist ex-gay ministry 
crusade cured my homosexuality. Yes, I was 
desperate for a cure and tried many things 
(mostly of my own devising) but none of them 
has worked.’’* 


Ask the group, in the light of today’s study, 
“What would you say to this person if the person 
had said this to you?" 

Remind the participants that the purpose is to 
dialogue, in this case with the account just read. 
This time provides opportunity for the participants 
to talk about their findings. Allow time for ques- 
tions and clarification. 


6. Summary (5 minutes) 


Read aloud to the participants the ““Postscript” 
on page 46 of the Report. Ask them to reflect on 
their studies of the past two sessions. Announce the 
time of the third session. Topics will include homo- 
phobia, AIDS, and congregational responses. This 
three-session study concludes with the development 


of a list of possible congregational responses to the 
Report. Suggest that pages 28-46 and pages 94-97 
of the Background Papers be read before the next 
session. 


Close with prayer. 


Dear God, even as we study we learn that uncer- 
tainties often outweigh certainties. Remind us 
always of the one certainty we know—that we 
live as forgiven sinners through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen 


SESSION 3 


The third session of this study has a two-fold 
purpose. First, participants will explore the impact 
of homophobia and AIDS, and the response of the 
church. Second, the study concludes with the devel- 
opment of a list of congregational responses to 
issues relating to homosexuality. You will need the 
following materials: copies of the Report, paper 
and pencils, newsprint and felt-tip markers, copies 
of the Congregational Checklist, envelopes contain- 
ing copies of the Personal Understandings form 
filled out in the first session, and copies of the Per- 
sonal Understandings form for those not present at 
the first session. 


1. Welcome and Opening Prayer 
(2 minutes) 

Greet participants as they arrive. Welcome them 
to the final session of the study of the Study of 
Issues Concerning Homosexuality. 

Recall the amount of work that has been done in 
the previous sessions. Topics of study have includ- 
ed attitudes, the nature of the church, and theo- 
logical, biological, and psychological findings 
relating to homosexuality. This session will consider 
two current concerns—homophobia and AIDS. 
Time will be spent determining the ethical frame- 
work within which Christians function. Finally, the 


participants will prepare their response to Ше study 
they have done. 


Begin the session with prayer. 


Loving God, you have been among us in our 
study of homosexuality. We especially ask you to 
direct our thoughts in this session as we consider 
our response as Christians to all people whatever 
their situation might be. In Christ's name we 
pray. Amen 


2. Homophobia (10 minutes) 

Using the information on pages 25-26 of the 
Report, define homophobia and identify the 
cultural conditionings which tend to bring it about. 
Weinberg originally described homophobia as an ir- 
rational fear on the part of heterosexuals of being 
near people they believe to be homosexual. 

Some research has identified sexual conservatism 
and a wish to maintain traditional sex roles as 
causes of homophobia. Other studies report that 
the best single predictor of homophobia is a belief 
that the normal family is composed of a dominant 
father and a submissive mother, parenting obedient 
children. Traditional beliefs about women is the 
second best predictor. Homophobic fears tend to 
cause some people to want their beliefs to become 
norms and to use the beliefs to punish those who 
deviate from these standards. 

At this point read again to the group one para- 
graph from the comments of one of the Advisory 
Committee members which were played on the 
cassette at the first session. Read the first para- 
graph of “TWO” from page 4 of the Report. This 
is the paragraph beginning, ““When I was a 
child» 

Ask participants to reflect on the information 
about homophobia. What should be the church’s 
response to issues relating to homophobia? 


3. Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome — AIDS (15 minutes) 

Background Paper, pages 94-97 (‘‘AIDS’’) pro- 
vides the content for this section. As noted in that 
paper, however, scientific study is ongoing con- 
stantly. Today’s facts or theories may be outdated 
tomorrow. If new scientific evidence is available, 
include it in this study. The local health department 
can supply this information. 

The Background Paper can be divided into three 
sections: 

Medical Information and Observation — page 94 

Religious Beliefs About AIDS — pages 95-96 


Pastoral Concerns — pages 96-97 


Divide the participants into three groups, assign- 
ing each group one of the topics above. Ask. them 
to read the appropriate material and report to the 
total group their major findings. Ten minutes is 
allotted for the three groups to do the reading. 

At the end of ten minutes, ask each group to 
make its report to the total group. Then ask par- 
ticipants to give a one-word or one-sentence 
response to the findings. Simply receive each per- 
son’s response without comment. 


4. Total Group Discussion on 
Congregational Life and Christian 
Ethics (18 minutes) 


The section on Ethical Considerations (pages 
28-37) is a dynamic, comprehensive document. 
Time does not permit a thorough study of this 
material; it is recommended for study in depth by 
those persons taking leadership roles in the con- 
gregational response to issues relating to homosex- 
uality. (A resource is being prepared for use by 
pastors on the ethical decisions the congregation 
must make.) 

To open a discussion about congregational life, 
read the following accounts and follow each with 
the question, “Ноу would you reply if you were 
talking to the person who gave this account? ”” 


Account 3 


**[ grew up in a small Scandinavian community 
in the heart of Lutheranism, when lutefisk and 
lefse were the third sacrament. It was very much 
a guilt culture. Men were taught to be strong 
and silent. You did not talk about your feelings. 
“From my earliest childhood memories (about 
age three) I knew that I had a strong male 
bonding orientation. However, I quickly learned 
that this was something unworthy of discussion. 
So I internalized these feelings, building up enor- 
mous amounts of guilt for being the way I was. 
“... Ш high school as my sexual struggle was 
mounting, I became very involved in the 
charismatic/fundamentalist movements. I guess I 
believed that this would somehow cure me of my 
homosexual feelings. It did not. They only 
became more real. I prayed daily that God 
would make me ‘normal’.’’* 


Account 4 (Parent) 
““For years I feel that I have stood just outside 
the door of the church, but have not turned my 
back on it and walked away. Something keeps 
me in that place. Perhaps I stay there because I 
know that the church was literally my salvation, 
or my way to salvation when I was a young 
child feeling abandoned by parents who did not 
understand my spiritual needs. 


““The church directed me to God. It was where I 
began my spiritual journey, where I learned to 
pray and where I learned to believe that my 
prayers would be heard. Seeking my salvation by 
listening to God would become my pattern for 
living, but it would also become the vehicle by 
which I would grow away from the church. 
“Listening to God is trusting my gut feelings, 
and my gut feelings tell me that everyone is alike 
in the eyes of God. And my gut feelings tell me 
that my son is the same person he was before he 
discovered that he was gay. Because I believe in 
the power of prayer, I pray for him more often 
because life can be more difficult for a gay man. 
Life can be more difficult in the church for a 
gay man or lesbian who is open about his or her 
sexual orientation. I am not sure how much 
faith I have in the church to fulfill the needs of 
the gay and lesbian members in its midst. My 
gut feeling keeps me from leaving the church. 
Perhaps there is hope.’’* 


Account 5 


“I live alone in a city. My closest relatives are 
500 miles away. After a ten year absence, I 
wanted to return to the Lutheran church—the 
church into which I had been baptized and con- 
firmed. I was hopeful and frightened as I attend- 
ed Sunday service at the neighborhood church. 
Later in the week the pastor called up, having 
gotten my phone number from the worship at- 
tendance card. After the usual small talk, I in- 
formed him of my sexuality and he encouraged 
me to return. I did. Through his attention and 
the friendliness of a number of others, I joined 
the congregation, though I came out to no one 
else. The first few months were happy ones. The 
pastor told me I did not come across as gay. It 
seemed he did not want to deal with it. Others 
communicated that same message—mostly be- 
tween the lines. Someone wanted to know why I 
wasn't married. Someone else told me a young 
couple with children whom we were observing 
were “just what we want here." When I was 


looking for a job it was suggested I try a certain 
place in a nearby city where the president of the 
company had quit after being arrested for solici- 
tation in a park rest room. 

“Опсе I accumulated enough money to buy a 
home, I did. It is in a different part of town, so 
I stopped attending that church quite abruptly 
and have never returned. It has been 14 
months.’’* 


5. Congregational Response (10 minutes) 


Where do we go from here? This is the challenge 
facing the study group at this point. We have 
defined more clearly the nature of the church as 
directed by the gospel. We learned that no good 
works, no presence or absence of sins, not even 
one’s sexual orientation is the criteria for member- 
ship into God’s family. Rather, it is through each 
person’s Baptism into the death and resurrection of 
Jesus the Christ that we all stand equally justified 
before God. This we know. 

Less certainty can be stated in a study of specific 
Bible passages which refer to homosexuality. Some 
passages seem to condemn homosexual acts. Others 
have obscure meanings, particularly when they are 
examined from a historical and linguistic vantage 
point. Other passages, as we have seen, assure the 
righteousness of all who believe in Christ. 

Certainty is not found in the biological and psy- 
chological areas either. In these areas there are 
““conflicting schools of thought, with debates 
among the disciplines, with studies incomplete, and 
with questions still unasked," as the Report says. 

And so, in such a time when facts are missing 
and directions unclear, what do we do? The Report 
of ге... Issues Relating to Homsexuality suggests 
we act—not from a moralistic or judgmental 
stance—but in a sense of responsible care for one 
another because we know who God is and we 
know who we are in relation to God. 

In the ‘‘Pastoral Strategies’’ section of the 
Report, the Advisory Committee challenges us to 
action. They address congregations, pastors, 
bishops, gay and lesbian persons, the church at 
large, families of gay and lesbian persons, and the 
wider world. 


*These accounts are printed with the permission of the persons 
by whom the statements were made. The material was provided 
by Lutherans Concerned/North America. 
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Below is a checklist of items lifted from Ше 
Report's challenge to congregations. Provide copies 
of this checklist to the participants. Ask them to 
complete the form based on their knowledge of the 
congregation. When they have completed this, 


CONGREGATIONAL CHECKLIST 
Based on your knowledge of our congregation, place a check in the appropriate space. 


Congregational Response 


1. Issues surrounding 
homosexuality can be dis- 
cussed and studied. 


2. Church facilities are 
available for meetings of gay 
and lesbian persons and/or 
their families. 


3. Pastor feels free to minister 
to gay and lesbian persons and 
their families, without fear of 
judgmental criticism from the 
congregation. 


4. Gay and lesbian persons are 
welcome to participate in the 
full life of Word and Sacra- 
ment, of fellowship, learning, 
support, and service. 


6. Summary and Closure (5 minutes) 

At the beginning of Session 1 the participants 
completed Personal Understandings forms which 
were sealed in envelopes. Return the envelopes now 
and ask participants to fill out the form again. Re- 
mind them that this is a private activity and no one 
need share anything with anyone. Allow a minute 
or so for reflection. Were there changes in an- 
swers? Are they more clear about where they stand 
on certain issues or is there greater uncertainty? 
Which reflects growth—clarity or uncertainty? 

Provide time for participants to present any 
thoughts they feel comfortable expressing to the 


Current practice of 
this congregation 


discuss the items one by one and determine a sense 
of direction for the congregation. Participants may 
have other ideas they wish to add to this list. Give 
the results of this discussion to the pastor and/or 
church council for further reflection and study. 


Congregation is open 
to the possibility 


complete 
acceptance 


complete 
acceptance 





total group. You, as the leader, should feel free to 
participate in this if you wish. 


Close with prayer. 


Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit—we are 
yours. You have sustained us through three ses- 
sions of study on issues relating to homosexuali- 
ty. We have talked with one another. At times 
we have clarified our understandings; at other 
times, we have increased our confusion. Help us 
to remember our Baptism into Christ. It is good 
to know that even when we fail, you are there 
acting for us all with unconditional love. Amen 


RESOURCES 


A Study of Issues Concerning Homosexuality 
can be ordered from the Interpretation Office, 
Division for Mission in North America, 231 
Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016; one to ten 
copies $3.00 each, eleven and over $2.00 each. 
Remit $1.00 additional per book for postage and 
handling. 


Sex, Marriage, and Family, a Social Statement of 
the Lutheran Church in America, can be ordered 
in quantity without charge from the address above. 


This Study Guide for the Study. ..can be 
ordered as single copies without charge from the 
Order Secretary, Division for Parish Services, 2900 
Queen Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19129. 


Call for Dialogue is available from Lutherans 
Concerned, at $1.50 for a single copy. 2-9 copies 
at $1.10, 10 or more at $.75. Address below. 


Organizations which can be of support: 


Lutherans Concerned 
P.O. Box 10461 

Fort Dearborn Station 
Chicago, IL 60610-0461 


Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
P.O. Box 24565 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
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